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Well here it is,

“

the first edition
of a brand new Branch maga-
zine, We do hope you like the
presentation which is entirely
due to Stillwell Derby, who
are producing Excalibur totally
free of charge for the Branch.
Dosupport the advertisers con-
tained within the following
pages and please mention the
magazine when replying to
them.

Why the name Excalibur?
A name without a meaning is

just a name. The nameExcalibur
by definition,sets a standard of
excellence which requires to be
treated with respect and handled
with care. We hope to achieve
all three aimsin the yearsthat
follow.

So why should London branch
adoptthe name!

From its onset, the IWA
chose as a motif for the Associa-
tion the symbol of the sword
‘Excalibur’ from ‘The Lady of
the Lake’. By continuing to
hold the Branch meetings at

University College, Gower
Street, we maintain an historic
link with Robert Aikman's old
homeat No. 11, where in May
1946 our origins began. Tothis
present day we keep alive
the ideals mooted at that first
inaugural meeting.
How was it chosen?

Whilst Eric Garland (the
Branch Chairman) and I
discussed the merits ofproduc-
ing a Branch magazine the ques-
tion arose, ‘if we do proceed
what name should it have?” At
this point my daughter Nicola,
who had beenquietly listening
to our conversation, placed
before mea sheet ofpaper with
the name Excalibur written on
it. The meaning of that single
word cemented all our indivi-
dual thoughts into a coherent
theme, giving the proposed
magazine an imageofthe future
whilst maintaining a link with
our past.
Aims, Direction and Content

Ouraim is to report in a fresh
way with a new approach infor-

mation in depth
related to Lon-
don’s Waterways.
We make no
apology for being
entirely parochial,
we will be repor-
ting on London to
you our London
Branch members. Our main aim
is to foster a Club atmosphere
within the Branch, err tresense
of belonging ar e
togetherness,-. tneray
share with one another our
knowledge and experiences.
We shall also bring to your
attention through the magazine,
information enabling you to
maintain a closer contact with
the Branch and/orparticipate in
our many and varied social
activities.

The South East Region
magazine Windlass, as well as
continuing to report on Region
matters, will still carry our
Branch notices and newsitems.
Waterways will of course con-
tinueto enlighten you on matters
of National importance.

Regular Features Bacl
Branch News: Marion Waters, colums

(Branch Publicity Officer) will wish 1
report on news items requiring in- forwar
depth and special publicity. Lewis Howe
Phillips, (200 Club Chair) will keep deriso
the Club members posted on latest becaus
news items. tive for

Foot-notes: A team of five you li
members will regularly report on Branch
matters related to the tow-path, Ing you
covering items ranging from asthis
Conservationto Industrial Archae- Assoc
ology. Watch for the personalised remen
foot-note of each contributor. comes

Planning Matters: David Wood, Please
(Planning and Navigation Sub- a Mi
Committee Chair) will keep you hs
regularly informed on the important cana
role this committee performs within Watery
the Branch. [am

Mud-larks: Eric Garland, = =
(London WRG and Branch Chair) o
will keep you up-dated on the unit's Ho
activities and progress at the various E $
canal restorationsites that they are E
currently working on. ofcour

Council News: PR officers from and us
the Riparian London Boroughs will Whe
keep us informed ontheiractivities photog
related to London's Waterways. feature

Around the Ring: No, not the carries
round table; this is a column for our (the G
future. We are looking for 5 bascul
members to write regularly on the witha
current situation on London's the for
Waterways,eachto take charge of a handec
division of London,ie, North East, submit
South East, South West, North West who ar
and Central. It requires only 3 short Inc
reportsa year, is not as daunting as your
it sounds and can be a very interest- Camp:
ing and rewarding job. ВЕ

Junior Page: This is where we Associ
want our younger members, totell Yorks
us what they would like to see pro- beingı
vided for them in the wayofsubject Derw
matter. Items can be provided on (Natio
topics, games,cartoons, puzzles or this v
something entirely new. So come on meetir
parents, ask yourchildren to write in Colleg
and tell us what they want and we opport
will do our best to supply their standir
needs. À competition to name the timesh
column will be run with a prize for ance,t
the winner;details elsewhere in the backin
magazine. fight al

Ihave muchpleasurein publishing thefollowing |
Welcome Excalibur, the magazine of the

membership, has found it difficult to get a bran
part of your branch and part of the IWA. Exc
it and provide for London branch members n

I believethe best interests of our membersh
branches) backed up by local magazines and
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%UDQFK 1HZV
0DULRQ :DWHUV

7KH SHULRG IROORZLQJ WKH MROOL¿FD�
WLRQV RI &KULVWPDV DQG 1HZ <HDU
WKURXJK WLOO 0D\ RÀHQ VHHP VR GXOO�
ZLWK QRWKLQJ LQ WHUPV RI HQWHUWDLQLQJ
UHDGLQJ KDSSHQLQJ LQ WKH %UDQFK FDOHQ�
GDU XQWLO &DQDOZD\ &DYDOFDGH� %XW
���� KDV NLFNHG RIIZLWK DGLIIHUHQFH�
)LUVWO\ WKHUH DUH WZR QHZ DSSRLQWPHQWV
RI VLJQL¿FDQW LPSRUWDQFH , DP YHU\
SOHDVHG WR WHOO \RX WKDW 9LVFRXQW 6W�
'DYLGV KDV DJUZG WR EH RXU 3UHVLGHQW
DQG )DUUDQG 5DGOH\� Ɇ�ȼ�ȿÄ RXU
9LFH�3UHVLGHQW� 7KH FRQWULEXWLRQV RI
ERWK WKHVH JHQWOHPHQ WR WKH ZDWHUZD\V
FDXVH LV HQRUPRXV DQG , DP VXUSULVHG
WKH\ FDQ ¿QG WLPH WR WDNH RQ WKHVH UROHV
LQ DGGLWLRQ WR WKHLU H[LVWLQJ ZRUNORDGV�
EXW WKH %UDQFK LV PRUH WKDQ GHOLJKWHG
WKH\ KDYH�
7KH RWKHU PDMRU HYHQW RIWKH VHDVRQ

LV� WKH ELUWK RI ([FDOLEXU� 0HPEHUV RI
WKH EUDQFK FRPPLWWHH KDYH IRU D ORQJ
ZKLOH IHOW WKDW VRPH IRUP RIQHZVOHWWHU
ZRXOG EH WKH EHVW ZD\ RI UHDFKLQJ RXU
PHPEHUV ZKR DUH ZLGH VSUHDG�
�/RQGRQ %UDQFK DOVR VHUYHV DOO
RYHUVHDV PHPEHUV RI WKH ,:$��
8QIRUWXQDWHO\� WZR WKLQJV KDYH DOZD\V
SUHYHQWHG WKLV LGHD FRPLQJ WR IUXLWLRQ�
¿UVWO\ WKH SURGXFWLRQ FRVWV DQG VHFRQG�
O\ ¿QGLQJ VRPHRQH WR WDNH RQ WKHMRE RI
(GLWRU� %RWK SUREOHPV ZHUH VROYHG DW
WKH VDPH WLPH E\ 0DOFROP %DWHV ZKR
QRW RQO\ IRXQG D ZD\ RI RIIVHWWLQJ WKH
FRVW EXW DOVR YROXQWHHUHG WR EH (GLWRU�
6R D YHU\ ELJ WKDQN \RX WR 0DOFROP RQ
EHKDOIRIDOO WKH PHPEHUVKLS� \RXPXVW
EH SRWWLHU WKDQ � LPDJLQHG� 2QH RI WKH
SDJHV WR EH LQFOXGHG LQ ([FDOLEXU
ZKLFK ODP SDUWLFXODUO\ SOHDVHG WR VHH
LV DLPHG DW WKH \RXQJHU ZDWHUZD\
HQWKXVLDVW� 1LFROD %DWHV KDV WDNHQ RQ
WKH WDVN RI �<RXWK (GLWRUµ� , ORRN IRU�
ZDUG OR UHDGLQJ WKH YLHZV RIWKLV JURXS
LQ WKH PRQWKV WR FRPH DQG FDQ QRW KHOS
ZRQGHULQJ ZKHWKHU WKH\ ZLOO YRLFH
WKHLU YLHZV PRUH WKDQ WKH UHVW RI XV�
'RQDWLRQV²/DVW \HDUV &DQDOZD\

&DYDOFDGH UDLVHG DPDJQL¿FHQW WRWDO RI
������� 7KH GLVWULEXWLRQ RIWKLV PRQH\
ZDV DJUHHG DW WKH %UDQFK &RPPLWWH
PHHWLQJ ODVW 1RYHPEHU� 5HVXOWLQJ
IURP WKLV� GRQDWLRQV RI ���� HDFK ZHUH
DJUHHG IRU WKH 6XUUH\ DQG +XQWV &DQDO
6RFLHW\� WKH .HQQHO DQG $YRQ &DQDO
6RFLHW\� WKH :HQGRYHU $UP &DQDO
7UXVW� WKH :LOWV DQG %HUNV &DQDO
6RFLHW\� WKH +XGGHUV¿HOG 1DUURZ
&DQDO 6RFLHW\ DQG WKH 5RFKGDOH &DQDO

6RFLHW\� &KHTXHV ZHUH SUHVHQWHG DW WKH
)HEUXDU\ VRFLDO HYHQLQJ WR 5RELQ
+LJJV RI WKH 6XUUH\ DQG +DXWV &DQDO
6RFLHW\� 1HLO 5XPERO RIWKH:LOWV DQG
%HUNV &DQDO 6RFLHW\ DQG0DUWLQ:RRG
RI WKH :HQGRYHU $UP 7UXVW� 7KH
.HQQHO DQG $YRQ &DQDO 6RFLHW\ YLVLWHG
XV LQ 'HFHPEHU DQG FROOHFWHG WKHLU
FKHTXH DW WKDW WLPH�
3UR¿WV IURP WKH &DSLWDO

5RYLQJ 5DOO\ KDYH EHHQ
PDGH XS IURP %UDQFK IXQGV
DQG ���� LV WR EH GRQDWHG WR
WKH 3DVVPRUH (GZDUGV
0XVHXP 7UXVW WR DVVLVW ZLWK
WKH UHVWRUDWLRQ RIWKH +RXVH
0LOO DW %URPOH\²E\�%RZ�
WKH REMHFW RI WKH UDOO\� ¢

6RFLDO (YHQLQJV²2QH RI

WKH SUREOHPV RI D JURXS
PHHWLQJ WRJHWKHU ZLWK D
FRPPRQ LQWHUHVW LV WKDW WKH\
WDON� 1RW XQXVXDO \RX VD\�
DQG RIFRXUVH � DJUHH� EXW LW GRHV VHHP
WR FUHDWH WKH ZURQJ LPSUHVVLRQ WR QHZ
PHPEHUV ZKR DUH SHUKDSV DWWHQGLQJ D
VRFLDO HYHQLQJ IRU WKH ¿UVW WLPH� , WKLQN
LW IDLU WR VD\ WKDWHYHU\RQH ZKRP , KDYH
PHW DW RXU VRFLDO HYHQLQJV LV IULHQGO\�
EXW YHU\ IHZ RI XV DUH JRRG DW
DSSURDFKLQJ WKH µVWUDQJHUV LQ RXU
PLGVW¶ DQG VSHDNLQ WR WKHP� :H NQRZ
ZH DUH QRW DFOLTXH XWFHQDLQO\ DSSHDU
WR EH� $W WKH ODVW EUDQFK FRPPLWWHH
PHHWLQJ WKLV SUREOHP ZDV GLVFXVVHG� LQ
IDFW QRW RQH RI WKH FRPPLWWHH FRXOG
UHUUUHPEHU DQ\RQH VSHDNLQJ WR WKHPRQ
WKHLU ¿UVW IHZ PHHWLQJV� ,W WRRN PH
DOUPVWD\HDUWRSOXFNXSWKHFRXUDJHWR
DWWHQG D VRFLDO PHHWLQJ LQ WKH ¿UVW
SODFH� DQG E\ FKDQFH DQ DSSHDO IRU
YROXQWHHUV WR KHOS ZLWK &DQDOZD\
&DYDOFDGH ZDV PDGH WR ZKLFK ,
UHVSRQGHG� 2Q UHÀHFWLRQ ODP VXUH WKDW
LI WKDW KDG QRW KDYH KDSSHQHG , PLJKW
QRW KDYH DWWHQGHG PDQ\ PRUH VRFLDOV�
7KH VROXWLRQ LV UHDOO\ LQ WKH KDQGV RIDOO
RI XV� LI \RX VHH D µQHZ IDFHµ DW WKH
PHHWLQJ S HDVH PDNH WKH HIURQ WR VSHDN
WR WKHP� LQWURGXFH WKHP WR RWKHUV� 7KH
&RPPLWWHH PHPEHUV GR WU\ WR
UHPHPEHU WR ZHDU LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ
EDGJHV� VR LQWHUUXSW XV LIZHDUH LQGHHS
FRQYHUVDWLRQ²ZH GRQ
W PLQG UHDOO\�

%UDQFK '
$U\²&DQDOZD\ &DYDOFDGH�
0D\ 'D\ %DQN +ROLGD\� �� $SULO�
� 0D\� DW /LWWOH 9HQLFH� 6RPH RI WKH
KLJKOLJKWV RI WKLV HYHQW ZLOO EH WKH
RI¿FLDO RSHQLQJ E\ WKH /RUG 0D\RU RI

:HVWPLQVWHU RQ 6DWXUGD\ DW �SP
IROORZHG E\ WKH 3DJHDQW RI %RDWV�
6XQGD\ DIWHUQRRQ WKH 7HGG\ %HDUV
3LFQLF DQG LQ WKH HYHQLQJ WKH ,OOXPLQ�
DWHG %RDW DQG 7RUFKOLJKW 3URFHVVLRQ
IROORZHG E\ D ¿UHZRUN GLVSOD\�
0RQGD\WKH¿QDOV RI WKH %RDW +DQGOLQJ
FRPSHWLWLRQ ZLOO WDNH SODFH� 7URSKLHV
WR EH FRPSHWHG IRU DUH %HVW 3ULYDWHO\
'HFRUDWHG %RDW� %HVW ,OOXPLQDWHG %RDW
DQG WKH &LW\ RI :HVWPLQVWHU %RDW
+DQGOLQJ 7URSK\� ,I \RX KDYH QRW
HQWHUHG \RXU ERDW \HW� FRQWDFW $QQ
+DQZ[ RQ ������ ����� ZKR ZLOO VHQG
\RX DQ HQWU\ IRUP� 9ROXQWHHUV IRU LQ�
QXPHUDEOH WDVNV RYHU WKLV ZHHNHQG DUH
VWLOO QHHGHG� QR WDVN QSOHDVDQW�

C &KH XH� EHLQJSUHUHQOHGDO6RFL E ⫵
*DU � WDULJWKDQLQ: 1HL�
5XPERO� ULF *DUODQG� 5XELQ +LJJV

3KRWR²5D\ 6TXLUH
%UDQFK 2XWLQJ²7KH RXWLQJ WKLV

\HDU ZLOO EH WR WKH %DVLQJVWRNH &DQDO
DQG WDNH WKH IRUP RI D WULS RQ WKH -RKQ
3LQNHUWRQ WKH 6XUUH DQG +DXWV &DQDO
6RFLHW\
V WULS ERDW� KH GDWH KDV EHHQ
¿[HG IRU �� -XO\� WKH FRVW ZLOO EH
DSSUR[LPDWHO\ �� SHU SHUVRQ ZKLFK
LQFOXGHV WKH FRDFK DQG ERDW WULS� $
VDQGZLFK DQG FDNH W\SH RI WHD FDQ EH
SURYLGHG RQ ERDUG DW DQ H[WUD FRVW RI
������ 6KRXOG LW EH UHTXLUHG D OLFHQVHG
EDU LV DYDLODEOH� ,I RX DUH LQWHUHVWHG LQ
WKLV RU MXVW ZDQW UWKHU LQIRUPDWLRQ�
FRQWDFW $QQ +DQFR[� WHOHSKRQH
QXPEHU DERYH�
/RQGRQ 5LQJ &UXLVH²1HZV KDV

MXVW UHDFKHG PH WKDW 6W« 3DQFUDV
&QULVLQJ &OXE DUH RUJDQLVLQJ D ORQGRQ
5LQJ �/DVW &KDQFH WKURXJK /LPH�
KRXVH� HPLVH IRU WKH 6SULQJ %DQN
+ROLGD\ ZHHNHQG� 7KRVH VHHNLQJ PRUH
LQIRUPDWLRQ VKRXOG FRQWDFW 5RJHU
6TXLUHV� HYHQLQJV RQO\ ������ �����
6RFLDO (YHQLQJV
��$SULO²&DQDOVLQ��DQJNRNDU[L5LYHU
/DKQ� WZR ¿OPV E\ -RKQ +XPSKULHV�
�� 0D\²7KH <RUNVKLUH 'HUZHQW� E\
.HQ *RRGZLQ²>:$ &KDLUPDQ
�� OXQH²4XHVWLRQ 7LPH ZLWK %:%�
�� -XO\²1RJJLQ DQG 1DWWHU DW WKH
5REHUW %URZQLQJ SXEOLF KRXVH� &OL¿RQ
5RDG� :�� 7XEH� :DUZLFN $YHQXH

/LPHKRXVH²D

9LVLW /LPHKRXVH %DVLQ ZKLOH \RX
FDQ VWLOO VHH UHPQDQWV RIWKH 5HJHQW¶V
&DQDO 'RFN ZKHUH H[SRUWV DQG
LPSRUWV ZHUH WUDQVIHUUHG EHWZHHQ
VKLS DQG EDUJH XQWLO WKH FUDQHV ZHUH
UHPRYHG LQ ���� DQG WKH 'RFN
GHPRWHG WR D %DVLQ�

&P E\ XQGHUJURXQG WR 7RZHU +LOO
VWDWLRQ RQ WKH 'RFNODQGV /LJKW
5DLOZD\� 7DNH D WUDLQ WR /LPHKRXVH
�ERRN \RXU WXEH WLFNHW ULJKW
WKURXJK�� IURP &RPPHUFLDO 5RDG
WXUQ GRZQ %UDQFK 5RDG WRZDUGV WKH
5RWKHUKLWKH 7XQQHO $SSURDFK DQG
WDNH WKH ¿UVW OH¿� 7KH +LJKZD\�
ZKLFK FURVVHV WKH DEDQGRQHG %DUJH
/RFN EHIRUH WXUQLQJ ULJKW WR MRP
1DUURZ 6WUHHW� :DON WR WKH VZLQJ
EULGJH RYHU WKH 6KLS /RFN� $W WKH
PRPHQW WKH ORFN LV ��� IHHW ORQJ� ��
IHHW ZLGH ZLWK D GHSWK RI �� IHHW DW
KLJK ZDWHU� EXW LW LV WR EH FORVHG LQ
OXQH IRU DSSUR[LPDWHO\ VL[ PRQWKV
ZKHQ LW LV WR EH UHSODFHG ZLWK D PXFK
VPDOOHU ORFN� WKH SUHVHQW ORFN WDNHV
RQH DQG D KDOI PLOOLRQ JDOORQV RI
ZDWHU WR ¿OO DQG WKH QHZ RQH ZLOO
QHHG DERXW �� RIWKDWIZKLFK ZLOO
PDLQWDLQ WKH OHYHOV LQ WKH EDVLQ DQG
/LPHKRXVH &XW EHWWHU WKDQ QRZ�
$FURVV /LPHKRXVH %DVLQ� WKH

ZKLWH WRZHU RI 6W� $QQH� /LPH�
KRXVH� LV VHHQ DERYH WKH IRRWEULGJH
RYHU WKH HQWUDQFH WR /LPHKRXVH &XW�
³7KH IRXQGDWLRQ RI 6W� $QQH
V
&KXUFK ZDV FRPPHQFHG LQ ����� LW
ZDV FRQVHFUDWHG E\ WKH /RUG %LVKRS
RI /RQGRQ LQ ����� 7KH $UFKLWHFW�

0LFKDHO

1LFKRODV L
&KULVWRSKH
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LWV VROLGLW
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LV WKH 5RQ
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7R WKH O
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Branch News
Marion Waters

Theperiod following the jollifica-
tions of Christmas and New Year
through till May often seem so dull,
with nothingin termsofentertaining
reading happening in the Branch calen-
dar until Canalway Cavalcade. But
1988 has kicked offwith a difference.
Firstly there are two new appointments
ofsignificant importance. I am very
pleased totell you that ViscountSt.
Davidshas agreed to be our President
and Farrand Radley, M.B.E., our
Vice-President. The contributions of
both these gentlemen to the waterways
cause is enormous and I am surprised
theycan find time to take on these roles
in addition to theirexisting workloads,
but the Branch is more than delighted
they have.

The other majoreventofthe season
is, the birth ofExcalibur. Members of
the branch committee have for a long
while felt that some form ofnewsletter
would be thebest way ofreaching our
members who are wide spread,
(London Branch also serves all
overseas members of the IWA).
Unfortunately, two things have always
prevented this idea coming to fruition;
firstly the production costs and second-
ly finding someone to take on the job of
Editor. Both problems weresolved at
the sametime by Malcolm Bates who
not only found a wayofoffsetting the
cost but also volunteered to be Editor.
So a very big thank you to Malcolm on
behalf ofall the membership; you must
be pottier than I imagined! One of the
pages to be included in Excalibur
which Iam particularly pleased to see
is aimed at the younger waterway
enthusiast. Nicola Bates has taken on
the task of ‘Youth Editor’. I lookfor-
ward to readingthe viewsofthis group
in the months to come and can not help
wondering whether they will voice
their views more than the rest of us.

Donations—Last years Canalway
Cavalcade raised a magnificent total of
£3,000. The distribution ofthis money
was agreed at the Branch Committe
meeting last November. Resulting
from this, donations of £500 each were
agreed forthe Surrey and Hants Canal
Society, the Kennet and Avon Canal
Society, the Wendover Arm Canal
Trust, the Wilts and Berks Canal
Society, the Huddersfield Narrow
Canal Society and the Rochdale Canal

Society. Cheques were presented at the
February social evening to Robin
Higgsofthe Surrey and Hants Canal
Society; Neil Rumbolofthe Wilts and
Berks Canal Society and Martin Wood
of the Wendover Arm Trust. The
Kennet and Avon Canal Society visited
us in December and collected their
chequeat that time.

Profits from the Capital
Roving Rally have been
made up from Branch funds
and £400 is to be donated to
the Passmore Edwards
Museum Trust to assist with
therestoration ofthe House
Mill at Bromley-by-Bow,
the object of the rally.

Social Evenings—One of 7
the problems of a group
meeting together with a
commoninterestis that they
talk. Not unusual you say,
and ofcourse I agree,but it does seem
to create the wrong impression to new
members who are perhapsattending a
social evening for the first time. I think
it fair to say that everyone whom I have
met at our socialeveningsisfriendly,
but very few of us are good at
approaching the ‘strangers in our
midst’ and speaking to them. We know
weare not a clique but certainly appear
to be. Atthe last branch committee
meeting this problem was discussed, in
fact not one ofthe committee could
remember anyone speaking to them on
their first few meetings! It took me
almost a year to pluck up the courageto
attend a social meeting in the first
place, and by chance an appeal for
volunteers to help with Canalway
Cavalcade was made to which ①
responded. On reflection I am sure that
if that had not have happened I might
nothave attended many more socials.
The solution is really in the hands ofall
of us, if jo see a ‘new face’ at the
meeting please makethe effort to speak
to them,introduce them to others. The
Committee members do try to
remember to wear identification
badges,so interrupt us ifweare in deep
conversation—we don't mindreally.
Branch Diary—Canalway Cavalcade,
May Day Bank Holiday, 30 April-
2 May,at Little Venice. Some of the
highlights of this event will be the
official opening by the Lord Mayor of

Westminster on Saturday at 2pm
followed by the Pageant of Boats.
Sunday afternoon the Teddy Bears
Picnic and in the eveningthe Illumin-
ated Boat and Torchlight Procession
followed by a firework display.
Mondaythe finals ofthe Boat Handling
competition will take place. Trophies
to be competed for are Best Privately
Decorated Boat; Best Illuminated Boat
and the City of Westminster Boat
Handling Trophy. If you have not
entered your boat yet, contact Ann
Hancox on 01-640 1446, who will send
you an entry form. Volunteersfor in-
numerabletasks over this weekend are
still needed,no tasks leasant!

⑧ à )
Cheques being presentedat Social byEric
Corton. Lefty right: Martin Wood, Neil
Rumbol, Eric Garland, Robin Higgs

Photo—RoySquire
Branch Outing—The outing this

year will be to the Basingstoke Canal
andtake the form ofa trip on the John
Pinkerton the Surrey and Hants Canal
Societys trip boat. The date has been
fixed for 16 July; the cost will be
approximately £6 per person which
includes the coach and boattrip. A
sandwich and cake type oftea can be
provided on board atan extra cost of
£1.80. Shouldit be required

a

licensed
bar is available.If you are interested in
this or just want further information,
contact Ann Hancox, telephone
number above.

London Ring Cruise—News has
just reached me that St. Pancras
Cruising Clubare organising a London
Ring (Last Chance through Lime-
house) cruise for the Spring Bank
Holiday weekend. Those seeking more
information should contact Roger
Squires, evenings only 01-232 0987.
Social Evenings
21 April—Canals in Bangkok and River
Lahn, twofilms by John Humphries.
19 May—The Yorkshire Derwent, by
Ken Goodwin—IWA Chairman
16 June—Question Time with BWB.
21 July—Noggin and Natter at the
Robert Browning public house,Clifton
Road, W9. Tube: Warwick Avenue.

Limehouse —:

Visit Limehouse Basin while you
can still see remnants of the Regent's
Canal Dock where exports and
imports were transferred between
ship and bargeuntil the cranes were
removed in 1969 and the Dock
demoted to a Basin.

Go by underground to TowerHill
station on the Docklands Light
Railway. Take a train to Limehouse
(book your tube ticket right
through); from Commercial Road
turn down Branch Road towards the
Rotherhithe Tunnel Approach and
take the first left, The Highway,
which crossesthe abandoned Barge
Lock before turning right to join
Narrow Street. Walk to the swing
bridge over the Ship Lock. At the
momentthe lock is 350 feet long, 60
feet wide with a depth of 26 feetat
high water, but it is to be closed in
June for approximately six months
whenit is to be replaced with a much
smaller lock, the present lock takes
one and a half million gallons of
waterto fill and the new one will
need about 4% of that—which will
maintain the levels in the basin and
Limehouse Cut better than now.

Across Limehouse Basin, the
white tower of St. Anne, Lime-
house,is seen abovethe footbridge
overthe entrance to Limehouse Cut.
“The foundation of St. Anne's
Church was commenced in 1712; it
was consecrated by the Lord Bishop
of London in 1730. TheArchitect,
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*DWHZD\ WR WKH 3RRO RI /RQGRQ
-RKQ 0F6ZHHQH\� +RQ� 3URPRWLRQV 'LUHFWRU� 7UDQVSRUW RQ :DWHU $VVRFLDWLRQ

7KH IURQW FRYHU RI WKLV� WKH ¿UVW
HGLWLRQ RI ([FDOLEXU SLFWXUHV
/RQGRQ
V 7RZHU %ULGJH� FRQVWUXF�
WHG XQGHU WKH GLUHFWLRQ RI HQJLQHHU
-RKQ :ROIH %DUU\ RYHU D SHULRG RI
HLJKW \HDUV DQG DW D FRVW H[FHHGLQJ
RQHPLOOLRQ SRXQGV� IURP DQRULJLQDL
GHVLJQ FRQFHSW E\ WKH &LW\ RI

�� WRQV RI FDUJR DQG ZHUH GULYHQ
�URZHG� VLQJOH KDQGHG E\ OLFHQVHG
)UHHPHQ RI WKH :DWHUPHQ
V
&RPSDQ\ XVLQJ RDUV� HDFK WZHQW\
VL[ IHHW LQ OHQJWK� 7KHVH ZRRGHQ
SXQWV ZHUH JUDGXDOO\ VXSHUFHGHG E\
FUDIW FRQVWUXFWHG RI VWHHO ZKLFK ZHUH
LQ JHQHUDO XVH XQWLO WKH HDUO\
VHYHQWLHV ZKHQ WKH\ EHFDPH
XQHFRQRPLF DQG ZHUH UDSLGO\
SKDVHG RXW� $ODUPHG DW WKH
GHVWUXFWLRQ RI WKHVH XQLTXH FUDIW DQG
WKH VXEVHTXHQW GDQJHU RIWUDGLWLRQDO
VNLOOV RIGULYLQJ DQG EDUJH KDQGOLQJ
EHLQJ ORVW ɸ WKH WUDGH� WKH UHFHQWO\
IRUPHG 7UDQVSRUW RQ :DWHU
$VVRFLDWLRQ GHFLGHG WKDW LPPHGLDWH

>:$ FUHZ )HWFKLQJ RQ 7DUJHW
%DUJH� &ROOHFWLQJ DÀDJ WR JDLQ
DGGLWLRQDOSRLQWV�

3KRWR²*� &RQH\

/RQGRQµV DUFKLWHFW 6LU +RUDFH
,QQHV� ,W ZDV GHFODUHG RSHQ E\ WKH
WKHQ 3ULQFH RI :DOHV RQ �� -XQH
����� (YHQ ZKLOVW XQGHU FRQVWUXF�
WLRQ LW ZDV D SRSXODU WRXULVW DWWUDFWLRQ
DQG KDV VLQFH EHFRPH DV PXFK D
V\PEROLF ODQGPDUN RI /RQGRQ DV
WKH (LIIHO 7RZHU RI 3DULV RU WKH

&ROOLVLXP RI 5RPH�
7KH YLHZ RI7RZHU %ULGJH ZLWKLQ

WKLV DUWLFOH VKRZV DQ HDUO\ SUH²ZDU
VFHQH RI WKH EULGJH DW HEE WLGH� DQG
DEUHDVW RI D YHVVHO �SUREDEO\ RQH RI
*HQHUDO 6WHDP 1DYLJDWLRQ
V�
EHQKHG DW ,URQJDWH ZKDUI �QRZ WKH
VLWH RI 7KH 7RZHU +RWHO�� D VPDOO
ZRRGHQ EDUJH �SXQW� LV EHLQJ GULYHQ
GRZQVWUHDP XQGHU RDUV E\ D OLFHQVHG
OLJKWHUPDQ� D IXUWKHU SXQW LV YLVLEOH
DWKZDUW WKH FHQWUH VSDQ� KHU KDQG
EHLQJ REVFXUHG E\ WKH VRXWKHUQ
EXWPHQWO
7KLV VFHQH KROGV D FHUWDLQ

QRVWDOJLD IRU WKH DXWKRU DV KH VHUYHG
KLV WLPH �DSSUHQWLFHVKLS� LQ D GULYLQJ
¿UP� WKH FRPSDQ\µV EDUJH 5RDGV
LQFLGHQWO\ YLVLEOH WKURXJK WKH EULGJH�
MXVW WKH ORZHU VLGH RI7UDLWRUµV *DWH�

7KHVH VPDOO ZRRGHQ SXQWV ZHUH
XVHG YLUWXDOO\ XQFKDQJHG IRU
FHQWXULHV� ZLWK D UHJLVWUDWLRQ RIXS WR
�� 
�] WRQ� WKH\ KDG D FDSDFLW\ WR FDUU\

7RZHU %ULGJHISUH £���
3KRWR²5R\ 6TXLUH

DFWLRQ ZDV UHTXLUHG DQG FRQFHLYHG D
FKDOOHQJH PDWFK EHWZHHQ FUHZV RI
OLFHQVHG IUHHPHQ DQG DSSUHQWLFHV
FRPSHWLQJ LQ D VHYHQ PLOH EDUJH UDFH
VWDUWLQJ DW *UHHQZLFK DQG ¿QLVKLQJ
DW :HVWPLQVWHU %ULGJH� 7KH VXFFHVV
RI WKLV LQDXJXUDO UDFH LQ ���� ZDV
VXFK� WKDW HQWKXVLDVWV VRXJKW RXW WKH
UHPDLQLQJ SXQWV DQG PDQDJHG WR
VDYH �� EDUJHV IURP H[WLQFWLRQ� 7KH
PDMRULW\ RI WKHVH DYDLODEOH SXQWV
KDYH EHHQ VSRQVRUHG LQ HYHU\ EDUJH
GULYLQJ VLQFH� D UDFH WKDW KDV EHFRPH
WKH ULYHU
V SUHPLHU DQQXDO VSHFWDFOH

'DYLG :KLWLQJ VNLSSHURI6KHOO %D\�
ZLQQLQJ WKH UDFH RXP
JKOIDU ,:$�
7KDPHVGD\ ���

3KRWR² *� &RQH\

$OO ULYHU ORYHUV DUH HQFRXUDJHG WR
DWWHQG ZLWK WKHLU FUDIW FRORXUIXOO\
GUHVVHG WR FRPSOLPHQW ZKDW LV
DOZD\V D PHPRUDEOH DQG XQLTXH GD\
RQ RQH RI WKH ZRUOGµV PRVW KLVWRULF
ULYHUV�
)RU IXUWKHU GHWDLOV FRQWDFW�

7UDQVSRUW RQ :DWHU $VVRFLDWLRQ
�72:� ������ �����

+RPHZDUG%RXQG
3KRWR²*� &XUUH\

Gateway to the Pool of London
John McSweeney, Hon. Promotions Director, Transport on Water Association

The front cover ofthis,the first
edition of Excalibur pictures
London's Tower Bridge, construc-
ted underthe direction of engineer
John Wolfe Barry over a period of
eight years and at a cost exceeding
one million pounds, from an original
design concept by the City of

45 tons ofcargo and were driven
(rowed) single handed by licensed
Freemen of the Watermen's
Company using oars, each twenty
six feet in length. These wooden
punts were gradually superceded by
craft constructed ofsteel which were
in general use until the early
seventies when they became
uneconomic and were rapidly
phased out. Alarmed at the
destruction ofthese unique craft and
the subsequent dangeroftraditional
skills ofdriving and barge handling
being lostto the trade,the recently
formed Transport on Water
Association decided that immediate

IWA crew Fetching on Target
Barge. Collecting aflag to gain
additional points.

Photo—G. Cossey

London's architect Sir Horace
Jones. It was declared open by the
then Prince of Wales on 30 June
1894. Even whilst under construc-
tion it was a popular tourist attraction
and has since become as much a
symbolic landmark of London as
the Eiffel Tower of Paris or the

Collisium of Rome.
The view ofTower Bridge within

this article shows an early pre-war
scene of the bridge at ebbtide, and
abreast of a vessel (probably one of
General Steam Navigation's)
berthed at Irongate wharf (now the
site of The Tower Hotel), a small
wooden barge (punt) is being driven
downstream underoars by a licensed
lighterman,a further punt is visible
athwart the centre span, her hand
being obscured by the southern
butment.

This scene holds a certain
nostalgia for the author as he served
his time (apprenticeship) in a driving
firm, the company’s barge Roads
incidently visible throughthe bridge,
just the lowerside ofTraitor's Gate.

These small wooden punts were
used virtually unchanged for
centuries, with a registration ofup to
391% ton, they had à capacity to carry

Tower Bridge—pre 1939
Photo—Roy Squire

action was required and conceived a
challenge match between crews of
licensed freemen and apprentices
competing in a seven mile barge race
starting at Greenwich andfinishing
at Westminster Bridge. The success
ofthis inaugural race in 1974 was
such, that enthusiasts sought outthe
remaining punts and managed to
save 23 barges from extinction. The
majority of these available punts
have been sponsored in every barge
driving since, à race that has become
the river's premier annual spectacle.

David Whiting. skipper ofShell Bay,
winningthe race outrightfor IWA,
Thamesday 85.

Photo—G. Cossey

All river lovers are encouraged to
attend with their craft colourfully
dressed to compliment what is
always a memorable and unique day
on one of the world's mosthistoric
rivers.

For further details contact:
Transport on Water Association
(TOW) 01-476 2424.

Homeward Bound
Photo—G. Cossey
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3ODQQLQJ0DWWHUV
'DYLG *� :RRG

3ODQQLQJ PDWWHUV VWDUW DERXW
KDOISDVW VL[ RQ WKH VHFRQG:HG�
QHVGD\ LQ WKH PRQWK DQG XVXDOO\
JR RQ XQWLO ZH DUH WKURZQ RXW RI
WKH $EEH\ &RQUUQXQLW\ &HQWUH
DERXW D TXDUWHU WR WHQ� -XVW WLPH
WR JR URXQG WKH FRUQHU IRU D
TXLFN RQH� 6R� ZKDW GR WKH
GR]HQ RU VR RI XV ÀQG WR JR RQ
DERXW IRU WKUHH KRXUV \RX PD\
DVN� , VXSSRVH LW
V WKH VDPH DV
ZH ZRXOG EH JRLQJ RQ DERXW DW
WKH EDU DQ\ZD\� 7KH PDLQ GLII�
HUHQFH LV WKDW DV ZHOO DV SXWWLQJ
WKHZRUOG WR ULJKW ZH� RU VRPH RI
XV� ZULWH LW GRZQ� SRVW LW RII DQG
JHW WKHP WR GR VRPHWKLQJ²
VRPHWLPHV�
7KH 3ODQQLQJ DQG 1DYLJDWLRQ

6XE�FRPPLWWHH RI /RQGRQ
%UDQFK ,:$ ZDV VHW XS MXVW
WHQ \HDUV DJR ZKHQ )UDQN
*UHHQKRZ ZDV %UDQFK &KDLU�
PDQ DV D UHVXOW RI VRPHRQH DW
O �� VD\LQJ ZH RXJKW WR ORRN DW
HQYLURQPHQW LVVXHV� ,W KDG� RI
FRXUVH EHHQ GRQH EHIRUH E\ WKH
5HJHQWV &DQDO *URXS DQG
RWKHUV� EXW ZH DUHQ¶W H[SHUWV�
MXVW SHRSOH ZKR ZDQW WR JR
ERDWLQJ DQG ZDONLQJ WKH WRZSDWK
LQ RXU RZQ EDFN\DUG DQG WR
NQRZ ZKDW ZDV JRLQJ RQ QRZ�
:H VWDUWHG LQ ���� E\

OHDUQLQJ RXU $%&³$UPV�
%DVLQV� &XWV DQG 'RFNV� OLVWLQJ
ZKDW ZDV ZKHUH� ZKDW VWDWH LW
ZDV LQ� ZKR ZDV LQ FKDUJH� DQG
ZKDW ZH WKRXJKW FRXOG EH GRQH

ZLWK LW� 2QH RI RXU HDUO\
PHPEHUV ZDV &KULV &RYH³
6PLWK ZKR FDUULHG RQ FROOHFWLQJ
IDFWV DQG ÀJXUHV DQG HQGHG XS
ZULWLQJ /RQGRQ :DWHUZD\V
*XLGH� 7R ÀQG RXW ZKDW WKH
RIÀFLDO SURSRVDOV ZHUH IRU RXU
ELWV RIZDWHU ZH VWDUWHG WR ORRN DW
WKH 'LVWULFW 3ODQV DQG SRNLQJ
LQWR WRZQ KDOOV WR ORRN DW
3ODQQLQJ $SSOLFDWLRQV IURP
GHYHORSHUV� 7KDW UHDOO\ JDYH XV
VRPHWKLQJ WR FKHZ RYHU DQG ZH
VWDUWHG WR JHW WKH ORFDO DXWKRULWLHV
WR VHQG XV SODQV WR ORRN DW DQG
WHOO WKHP ZKDW ZH WKRXJKW�
7KH SODQQHUV LQ WKHLU WRZQ

KDOOV VHHPHG WR XV WKHQ WR GHFLGH
RQ WKLQJV IURP WKHLU GHVNV RU DW
EHVW IURP D ÁHHWLQJ JOLPSVH
IURP D WRZSDWK JDWH� 6R )UDQN
*UHHQKRZ JRW XV WR RUJDQLVH D
FUXLVH IRU WKH SODQQHUV DQG ORFDO
FRXQFLOORUV DQG ZH JRW WR NQRZ
EHWWHU WKH SHRSOH ZKR KDG WKH
SRZHU RI OLIH RU GHDWK RYHU RXU
ELWV RIZDWHU� 7KLV OHDG GLUHFWO\
WR SODQQLQJ &&��� WKH
&DPSDLJQ &UXLVH ZKHQ ZH KDG
ÀYH KXQGUHG RGG ERDWV FKDUJLQJ
DURXQG WKH /RQGRQ 5LQJ RYHU D
ZHHNHQG ÀOOLQJ LQ ELWV RI SDSHU
WR VD\ ZKDW WKH\ WKRXJKW RI LW DOO�
$IWHU WKDW ZH OHIW UXQQLQJ UDOOLHV
WR D VHSDUDWH VXEFRPPLWWHH EXW
ZH KDG D IDU EHWWHU LGHD RI ZKDW
ZDV QHHGHG WR HQFRXUDJH
ERDWHUV WR FRPH DQG XVH RXU
SDWFK� 7KH FRQWDFWV DOVR OHDG WR

LQYLWDWLRQV WR MRLQ WKH SODQQHUV LQ
WKHLU FRPPLWWHHV� WR JHW WR NQRZ
VRPHWKLQJ RIZKDW ZDV JRLQJ WR
KDSSHQ IURP WKH LQVLGH� DQG
VRPHWLPHV WR LQÁXHQFH WKHLU
GHFLVLRQV�
:H VWLOO ORRN DW ORFDO SODQV�

VXJJHVW ZKDW VKRXOG EH GRQH�
DQG YHU\ RFFDVLRQDOO\ JR WR
SXEOLF LQTXLULHV WR KDYH RXU VD\�
7\SLFDOO\ D PRQWKO\ PHHWLQJ
ZLOO LQYROYH D ORRN WKURXJK WKH
ODWHVW SODQV� GLVFXVVLRQV RQ VRPH
EXUQLQJ WRSLF� RU SDSHU ZKLFK
PLJKW JHW WDNHQ XS E\ WKH
1DWLRQDO 1DYLJDWLRQ 7HFKQLFDO
DQG $PHQLW\ &RPPLWWHH� RIWHQ
VSDUNHG RII E\ WKH SHUVRQDO
H[SHULHQFH RI WKH PHPEHUV�
3HUKDSV WKH PRVW LQWHUHVWLQJ ELW
LV WKH UH UW IURP RXU %:%
/LDLVRQ IÀFHU RI KLV PRQWKO\
PHHWLQJ ZLWK WKH $UHD /HLVXUH
2IÀFHU RU (QJLQHHU RQ ZKDW
WKH\ DUH XS WR DW :DWIRUG DQG
ZKDW WKH\ WKLQN RIZKDW ZH WKLQN
WKH\ RXJKW WR EH GRLQJ� 7KH
SUREOHP XVXDOO\ FRPHV DIWHU WKH
HYHQLQJV FKDW LQ SXWWLQJ VRPH
VHPEODQFH RI RUGHU WR RXU
UDPEOLQJV WR SUHVHQW 0LQXWHV WR
WKH %UDQFK &RPPLWWHH WR PDNH
LW ORRN DV LI ZH ZHUH WKH
LQWHOOLJHQW LQFLVLYH LQYHVWLJD
WLYH LQVWLWXWLRQ WKH\ WKLQN ZH
RXJKW WR EH� :HOO� , VXSSRVH LW
V
RQH ZD\ RI VSHQGLQJ DQ HYHQLQJ
DQG FKHDSHU WKDQ SURSSLQJ XS
WKH EDU�

RWKHUV�

\RX ZLOO EH PRVW ZHOFRPH�

(GLWRUV 3RVWVFULSW WR 3ODQQLQJ 0DWWHUV
6LQFH WKH FRPPLWWHH·V LQFHSWLRQ� 'DYLG KDV QXWXUHG LWV VWHDG\ JURZWK WR WKH SUHVHQW VWDJH ZKHUH SODQQHUV

QRW RQO\ DVN IRU� EXW DOVR UHVSHFW� LWV FRPPHQWV $ QXPEHU RIWKH PHPEHUV DUH NHHQ WR VHUYH RQ FRPPLWWHHV
RXWVLGH WKH EUDQFK� DQG WKHVH LQFOXGH� /RQGRQ &DQDOV &RPPLWWHH� /HD DQG 6WRUW 3ODQQLQJ DQG $PHQLWLHV
)RUXP� 5LYHU 8VHUV *URXS �ZLWK DFFHVV WR 3/$�� /RQGRQ 5LYHU $XWKRULW\� +LOOLQJGRQ /RFNV
&RQVHUYDWLRQ &RPPLWWHH� /LPHKRXVH %DVLQ &R�RSHUDWLYH� ,QODQG 6KLSSLQJ *URXS� 1DY 7HF $P DQG PDQ\

$Q\ PHPEHUV RI WKH $VVRFLDWLRQ FDQ DWWHQG PHHWLQJV DV RIWHQ DV WKH\ OLNH� WKHUH DUH QR HOHFWLRQV DQG
DSDUW IURP 'DYLG DQG 5RQ� QR 2IÀFHUV� \RX FDQ EH LQYROYHG DV PXFK DV \RX ZDQW WR EH� 6R LI <28 IHHO
\RX ZRXOG OLNH D VD\ LQ /RQGRQ·V ZDWHUZD\ SODQQLQJ� JLYH 'DYLG D ULQJ RQ ��²��� ����� DQG FRPH DORQJ�

7KHUH \RX ZHUH� VLWWLQJ LQ \RXU
DUPFKDLU WKLQNLQJ ¶, UHDOO\ PXVW JR
GLJJLQJ RQHZHHNHQG´ DQG QRZ ORRN
ZKDW¶V KDSSHQHG� :H KDYH QHDUO\
ÀQLVKHG GLH %DVLQJVWRNH &DQDO DOO E\
RXUVHOYHV� :HOO� ZH GLG KDYH D ELW RI
KHOS IURP WKH .HQQHW DQG $YRQ
7UXVW� 1HZEX %UDQFK :RUNLQJ
3DUW\� DQG 7KH�䠀  DQG (DVW 6XVVH[
&DQDO 5HVWRUDWLRQ *URXS� ¶2K \HV¶
DQG 7KH 6RXWKDPSWRQ &DQDO 6RFLHW\
DQG 7KH %ULVWRO 8QLYHUVLW\ 7HDP�
7KH &DQDO 5HVWRUDWLRQ *URXS�
*XLOGIRUG DQG 5HDGLQJ ,:$� 7KHQ
WKHUH ZDV WKH ´%LJ 'LJ¶ DW 'HHSFXW
DQG RIFRXUVH WKH RWKHU:5* JURXSV
DQG 7KH &DQDO &DPSV� &RPH WR WKLQN
RI LW� WKH ORFDOV IURP WKH 6XUUH\ DQG
+DPSVKLUH &DQDO 6RFLHW\ GLG TXLWH D
ORW� DQG WKH IXOO WLPH 7HDP DQG
YDULRXV 0DQSRZHU 6HUYLFHV &RP�
PLVVLRQ 6FKHPHV KHOSHG WR VSHHG
WKLQJV XS� DQG HYHU\WKLQJ ZDVMROOLHG
DORQJ E\ WKH WZR &RXQW\ &RXQFLOV� �¶ ���
7KH LPSRUWDQW WKLQJ LV WKDW ORWV RI
GLIIHUHQW JURXSV DOO SOD\HG D SDUW� 7KH
RHP@ LV QHDULQJ FRPSOHWLRQ� DQG LW KDV
EHHQ D WULXPSK RI ��R�RSHUDWLRQ
EHWZHHQ DOO WKH SDUWLHV�

2YHU WHQ \HDUV DJR /RQGRQ :5*
KDG LWV QXP ORFN WR ZRUN RQ� $W ÀUVW
LW ZDV ORFN ��� WKHQ RQ WR ��� EXW
JUDGXDOO\ DV UHVWRUDWLRQ VS GHG XS 7KH
WKHUHZHUHQRWHPXJKWRJRURXQG�VR 7KH
ZH DOO SLWFKHG LQ RQ ORFNV VXFK DV �� VXSSOM
DQG �� LQ WKH 'HHSFXW ÁLJKW� 7KH UHLWRU
PDLQ YROXQWHHU IRUFH WKHQ PRYHG RQ DUH DW
WR WKH 6W� -RKQV ´ÁLJKW� UHFHQWO\ UH� :KLOH
RSHQHGDQGORR
 V UE�DQGQRZ À[HG
ZRUN LV EHLQJ����RQ WKH ÀQDO +ROLG
VL[ ORFNV DW :RRGKDP� 5HVWRUDWLRQ� ÀHOG�
KRZHYHU LV QRW DOO ORFN UHEXLOGLQJ �RU FRPS
GHPROLWLRQ³RXU VSHFLDOLW\�� :H KDYH ZRUN
KHOSHG RQ WRZSDWK LPSURYHPHQWV DQG &DQDO
EDQN SLOLQJ� DQG YROXQWHHUV DUH ZHO� GR DU
RRPHWRKHOSZLWKPHVSHFLDOLVWWPPV EHFRQ
RQ JDWH FRQVWUXFWLRQ DQG GUHGJLQJ� %DVLQ

ƪưǀ
:DWW
/HLVXUH

$ QHZ VHW RI LQIRUPDWLRQ VKHHWV DQG FRO
UHFHQWO\ EHHQ SURGXFHG E\ WKH %ULWLVK :DW
7LWOHV LQ WKH VHULHV LQFOXGH ³([��SOHXUH /RQ

&DQDO
 � DQG ¶$ 6KRUW +LVWRU\ RI 5HJHQW
SURYLGLQJ DGGUHVV DQG WHOHSKRQH QXPEHU
DOVR DYDLODEOH�
&RSLHV REWDLQDEOH IURP� /RQGRQ &DQDOV O

&DQDO 2IÀFH� 'HODPHUH 7HUUDFH� /RQGR

Planning Matters
David G. Wood

Planning matters start about
half past six on the second Wed-
nesday in the month and usually
go on until we are thrown out of
the Abbey Community Centre
about a quarterto ten. Just time
to go round the corner for a
quick one. So, what do the
dozen or so of us find to go on
about for three hours you may
ask. I supposeit's the same as
we would be going on about at
the bar anyway. The main diff-
erenceis that as well as putting
the worldto right we, or some of
us, write it down, postit off and
get them to do something—
sometimes.

The Planning and Navigation
Sub-committee of London
Branch IWA was set up just
ten years ago when Frank
Greenhow was Branch Chair-
man as a result of someone at
114 saying we ought to look at
environment issues. It had, of
course been done before by the
Regents Canal Group and
others, but we aren’t experts,
just people who want to go
boating and walking the towpath
in our own backyard and to
know what was going on now.

We started in 1978 by
learning our ABC—Arms,
Basins, Cuts and Docks, listing
what was where, what state it
wasin, who wasin charge, and
what we thought could be done

with it. One of our early
members was Chris Cove-
Smith who carried on collecting
facts and figures and ended up
writing London Waterways
Guide. To find out what the
official proposals were for our
bits ofwater westarted to look at
the District Plans and poking
into town halls to look at
Planning Applications from
developers. Thatreally gave us
something to chew over and we
started to get the local authorities
to send usplans to look at and
tell them what wethought.

The planners in their town
halls seemed to us then to decide
on things from their desksor at
best from a fleeting glimpse
from a towpath gate. So Frank
Greenhow gotus to organise a
cruise forthe planners and local
councillors and we got to know
better the people who had the
poweroflife or death over our
bits ofwater. This lead directly
to planning CC78, the
Campaign Cruise when we had
five hundred odd boats charging
around the London Ring over a
weekendfilling in bits of paper
to say whatthey thoughtofit all.
Afterthat we left running rallies
to a separate sub-committee but
wehad

a

far better idea of what
was needed to encourage
boaters to come and use our
patch. The contactsalso lead to

invitationstojoin the planners in
their committees, to get to know
something of what was going to
happen from the inside, and
sometimes to influence their
decisions.

We still look at local plans,
suggest what should be done,
and very occasionally go to
public inquiriesto have our say.
Typically a monthly meeting
will involve a look through the
latest plans, discussions on some
burning topic, or paper which
might get taken up by the
National Navigation Technical
and Amenity Committee, often
sparked off by the personal
experience of the members.
Perhaps the mostinteresting bit
is the report from our BWB
Liaison Officer of his monthly
meeting with the Area Leisure
Officer or Engineer on what
they are up to at Watford and
whatthey think of what we think
they ought to be doing. The
problem usually comesafter the
evenings chat in putting some
semblance of order to our
ramblings to present Minutes to
the Branch Committee to make
it look as if we were the
intelligent incisive investiga
tive institution they think we
ought to be. Well, I suppose it’s
one way of spending an evening
and cheaper than propping up
the bar.

others.

you will be most welcome.

Editors Postscript to Planning Matters
Sincethe committee's inception, David has nutured its steady growth to the present stage where planners

not only ask for, but also respect, its comments. A numberofthe members are keen to serve on committees
outsidethe branch, and these include: London Canals Committee, Lea and Stort Planning and Amenities
Forum, River Users Group (with access to PLA), London River Authority, Hillingdon Locks
Conservation Committee, Limehouse Basin Co-operative, Inland Shipping Group, Nav Tec Am and many

Any membersofthe Association can attend meetingsas often asthey like,there are no elections and
apart from David and Ron,no Officers; you can be involved as much as you want to be. Soif YOU feel
you would like a say in London's waterway planning,give David a ring on 01-894 4154, and come along,

There you were, sitting in your
armchair thinking ‘I really must go
digging one weekend’ and now look
what's happened. We have nearly
finished the Basingstoke Canal all by
ourselves. Well, we did havea bit of
help from the Kennet and Avon
Trust, Newbury Branch Working
Party, and The Rent and East Sussex
Canal Restoration Group. ‘Oh yes’
and The Southampton Canal Society
and The Bristol University Team,
The Canal Restoration Group,
Guildford and Reading IWA. Then
there was the ‘Big Dig" at Deepcut
and ofcourse the other WRG groups
and The Canal Camps. Come to think
ofit, the locals from the Surrey and
Hampshire Canal Society did quite a
lot, and the full time Team and
various Manpower Services Com-
mission Schemes helped to speed
things up, and everything wasjollied
along by the two County Councils. mm
The important thing is that lots of
different groups all played a part. The
canal is nearing completion, and it has
been a triumph of co-operation
betweenall the parties.

Over ten years ago London WRG Pas
hadits own lock to work on. Atfirst
it was lock 24, then on to 17, but
gradually as restoration speeded up The
there were not enough to go round, so The
weall pitched in on locks such as 16 suppl
and 19 in the Deepcut flight. The restor
main volunteer force then moved on are al
to the St. Johns flight, recently re- While
o and looking superb, and now fixed
mebeingononthefinal Holid
six locks at Woodham. Restoration, field,
howeveris notall lock rebuilding (or comp
demolition—our speciality), we have work
helped on towpath improvements and Canal
bank piling, and volunteers are wel- do ar
come to help with the specialist teams Бесог
on gate construction and dredging. Basin

Britis
Wate
Leisure

A new set of information sheets and col
recently been produced by the British Wa

Titles in theseriesinclude “Explore Lon
Canal’, and ‘A Short History ofthe Regent
providing address and telephone numbe:
also available.

Copies obtainable from: London Canals |
Canal Office, Delamere Terrace, Londo
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7KH 5HJHQF\ &RQQHFWLRQ
,Q ���� ZKHQ KLV IDWKHU VOLSSHG

LUUHYRFDEO\ LQWR PDGQHVV� WKH IRXUWK
*HRUJH EHFDPH 3ULQFH 5HJHQW�
*HRUJH ,,, OLYHG IRU WHQ PRUH \HDUV
DQG LW ZDV QRW XQWLO ���� WKDW KLV VRQ
ZDV ILQDOO\ FURZQHG .LQJ LQ
:HVWPLQVWHU $EEH\� UHLJQLQJ XQWLO
�����

,W ZDV SDUWO\ WKDQNV WR KLP WOWDW WKH
5HJHQF\ID SHULRG EULGJLQJ WKH
*HRUJLDQ DQG 9LFWRULDQ HUDV²ZDV
IXOO RI JUDFH DQG HOHJDQFH

,Q ��� �� WKH ROG0DU\OHERQH 3DUN
UHYHUWHG WR WKH &URZQ DQG LW ZDV
GHFLGHG WR WXUQ LW LQWR D SODFH ZKHUH
WKH QRELOLW\ FRXOG OLYH LQ VW\OH� 6XFK
D JUDQG VFKHPH QHHGHG D OLQN ZLWK
6W� -DPHVµV DQG:HVWPLQVWHU DQG VR
LQ ���� 5HJHQW 6WUHHW ZDV EHJXQ WR
WKH GHVLJQ RI -RKQ 1DVK� *HRUJHµV
6XUYH\RU�*HQHUDO� &DUOWRQ +RXVH�
WKH 3ULQFH RI :DOHV¶ VWDWHO\
UHVLGHQFH RQ 3DOO 0DOO� ZRXOG VWDQG
DW RQH HQG RI 5HJHQW 6WUHHW� DW WKH
RWKHU HQG ZRXOG EH D VXPPHU
UHWUHDW� +RZHYHU� SULRU WR WKH ZRUN
EHLQJ FRPSOHWHG LQ ����� *HRUJH
KDG &DUOWRQ KRXVH GHPROLVKHG� WKH
FROXPQV RI ZKLFK ZHUH XVHG WR
HPEHOLVK WKH HQWUDQFH SRUWLFR RI WKH
QHZ 1DWLRQDO *DOOHU\�

3DUW RI 0DU\OHERQH 3DUN ZDV
UHQDPHG 5HJHQWV 3DUN� ,W FRPSULVHG
��� DFUHV DQG ZDV URXJKO\ FLUFXODU
LQ VKDSH� $JDLQ 1DVK GHVLJQHG WKH
OD\RXW ZKLFK LQFOXGHG DQ DUWL¿FLDO
ERDWLQJ ODNH DQG WHUUDFHV RI ODUJH�
XQL¿HG KRXVHV VXUURXQGLQJ WKH SDUN�
HDFK ZLWK ZKLWH VWXFFRHG FROXPQV�
SHGLPHQWV DQG VFXOSWXUH
7KURXJK WKH QRQKHP HQG RI WKH

SDUN UDQ SDQ RI WKH 5HJHQWV &DQDO�
7KLV ZDV GHVLJQHG WR SURYLGH D GLUHFW
OLQN EHWZHHQ WKH 0LGODQGV DQG WKH
7KDPHV E\ H[WHQGLQJ WKH *UDQG
-XQFWLRQ &DQDO IURP /LWWOH 9HQLFH
3DGGLQJWRQ� QLQH PLOHV LQWR
/LPHKRXVH� WHPLQDWLQJ DW 5HJHQWV
&DQDO 'RFN �/LPHKRXVH%DVLQ�� 7KH
QHFHVVDU\ PRQH\ ZDV TXLFNO\ UDLVHG
DQG ZRUN EHJDQ LQ ���� WDNLQJ HLJKW
\HDUV WR FRPSOHWH 7KHUH ZHUH
WZHOYH ORFNV� IRXUW\ EULGJHV DQG WZR
WXQQHOV� /DQGORUGV DORQJ LWV URXWH
IRXJKW LWV EXLOGLQJ� VRPHWLPHV VR

¿HUFHO\ LW OHG WR SLWFKHG EDWWO �
0RQH\ ZHQW IUDXGXOHQWO\ PL� QJ
DQG FRVWV URVH� 6RRQ DIWHU LWV RSHQLQJ
UDLOZD\V EHFDPH WKH QHZ PRGH RI
WUDQVSRUW DQG WKH &DQDO QHYHU UHSDLG
WKRVH ZKR KDG LQYHVWHG LQ LW�

,Q ����� LW ZDV ¿QDOO\ GHFLGHG WKDW
WKH DQFLHQW DQG IDPRXV ODQGPDUN RO

/RQGRQ %ULGJH ZDV XQVDIH DQG
GDQJHURXV� DQG ZRXOG KDYH WR EH
UHSODFHG� -RKQ 5HQQLH� D 6FRWWLVK
HQJLQHHU RI &DQDO IDPH� ZDV FKRVHQ
WR GHVLJQ WKH QHZ EULGJH� 6LWHG ���
IHHW WR WKH ZHVW RI DQG ZLGHU WKDQ WKH
ROG EULGJH� LW ZDV EXLOW LQ 6FRWWLVK
DQG 'HYRQ JUDQLWH� DQG KDG ¿YH
DUFKHV LQVWHDG RI WZHQW\� ZKLFK
HQDEOHG WKH ZDWHU WR ÀRZ PRUH
HYHQO\ EHQHDWK LW DQG WKXV EH OHVV RI
D QDYLJDWLRQ KD]DUG� ,W ZDV RSHQHG LQ
���� DW D FRVW ����������� PRVW RI
ZKLFK ZDV PHW IURP WKH UHVHUYHV RI
WKH %ULGJH +RXVH (VWDWHV� D
FKDULWDEOH WUXVW HVWDEOLVKHG LQ
PHGLHYDO WLPHV

(DVW ,QGLD 'RFN DW %ODFNZHOO
IROORZHG LQ ����� FRQVWUXFWHG
HVSHFLDOO\ IRU WKH ODUJH ����� WRQ
VKLSV RIWKH (DVW ,QGLD &RPSDQ\� 2Q
WKH RWKHU VLGH RIWKH 7KDPHV EHWZHHQ
WKH 3RRO DQG /LPHKRXVH 5HDFK ZHUH
WKH 6XUUH\ &RPPHUFLDO 'RFNV�
+HUH WLPEHU VKLSV IURP WKH %DOWLF
DQG 6FDQGLQDYLD ZHUH KDQGOHG�
%HLQJ VR FORVH WR WKH &LW\� WKH

FRQVWUXFWLRQ RI 6W� .DWKHULQH 'RFNV
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DQG ,9 KDG� YLD WKH 5HJHQWV &DQDO
6KLS /RFN� D QHZ GLUHFW OLQN WR D
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The Regency Connection
In 1811 when his father slipped

irrevocably into madness. the fourth
George became Prince Regent.
GeorgeIII lived for ten more years
and it was not until 1820 that his son
was finally crowned King in
Westminster Abbey, reigning until
1830.

It was partly thanksto him that the
Regency—a period bridging the
Georgian and Victorian eras—was
full of grace and elegance.

In 1811, the old Marylebone Park
reverted to the Crown and it was
decided toturn it into a place where
the nobility could live in style. Such
a grand scheme needed a link with
St. James's and Westminster and so
in 1817 RegentStreet was begun to
the design of John Nash, George's
Surveyor-General. Carlton House,
the Prince of Wales’ stately
residence on Pall Mall, would stand
at one end of Regent Street, at the
other end would be a summer
retreat. However,priorto the work
being completed in 1823, George
had Carlton house demolished, the
columns of which were used to
embelish the entrance portico of the
new National Gallery.

Part of Marylebone Park was
renamed Regents Park. It comprised
410 acres and was roughly circular
in shape. Again Nash designed the
layout which included an artificial
boating lake and terraces oflarge,
unified houses surrounding the park,
each with white stuccoed columns,
pediments and sculpture.

Throughthe northern end of the
park ran part of the Regents Canal.
This was designed to provide a direct
link between the Midlands and the
Thames by extending the Grand
Junction Canal from Little Venice
Paddington, nine miles into
Limehouse, teminating at Regents
Canal Dock (Limehouse Basin). The
necessary money was quickly raised
and work began in 1812 taking eight
years to complete. There were
twelve locks, fourty bridges and two
tunnels. Landlords along its route
foughtits building, sometimes so

fiercely it led to pitched battles.
Money went fraudulently missing
and costs rose. Soon afterits opening
railways became the new mode of
transport and the Canal never repaid
those who had invested in it.

In 1821, it was finally decided that
the ancient and famous landmark of
London Bridge was unsafe and
dangerous, and would have to be
replaced. John Rennie, a Scottish
engineer of Canal fame, was chosen
to design the new bridge. Sited 100
feet to the west of and widerthan the
old bridge, it was built in Scottish
and Devon granite, and had five
arches instead of twenty, which
enabled the water to flow more
evenly beneathitand thus be less of
a navigation hazard. It was opened in
1831 at a cost £2,000,000, most of
which was met fromthe reserves of
the Bridge House Estates, a
charitable trust established in
medieval times.

East India Dock at Blackwell
followed in 1806, constructed
especially for the large 1,200 ton
ships ofthe East India Company. On
the otherside ofthe Thames between
the Pool and Limehouse Reach were
the Surrey Commercial Docks.
Here timber ships from the Baltic
and Scandinavia were handled.

Being so close to the City, the
construction ofSt. Katherine Docks
in 1828 involved the demolition of
hundreds of houses, causing much
homelessness. Thomas Telford.
another famous Canal engineer.
designed the warehouses situated
almost on the water's edge so that
valuable imports, such as indigo.
marble, opium and tortoise shell
could be unloaded straightinto them.

So London's Docks, constructed
during the reigns of George the III
and IV had, via the Regents Canal
Ship Lock, a new direct link to a
navigable inland waterway canal

ENTRANCE TO THE REGENT'S CANAL, LIMEHOUSE.26th January1828

It was along the river that
London's continuing role as a great
trading centre could best be seen. In
1802, the West India Docks were
built on the Isles of Dogs. In 1805
came London Dock with huge
warehousesto hold tobacco and rice
and twenty acres of underground
vaults forthe storage of wines and
spirits.

system, which itself had been born
and pioneered throughout the
Hanovarian Dynasty.

Extracts used inthisarticle are taken
from ‘London Throughout the Ages”
by Sheila Gove, and reproduced by
kindpermission ofthe P.L. A.
Photograph supplied by British
Waterways Board.
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Well kids, now is your chance to
win a great competition.

Weare looking for a name to head
our own fun pagein the magazine, it
should relate to us, the junior
members of the Association. It
wouldbe niceifthetitle was linked
to the legend of King Arthur and
therefore related with the name of
the magazine, Excalibur.

Entries must be posted to me:
Nikky Bates, Junior Page Editor,
5 Crescent Avenue, Hornchurch,
Essex RM12 4ED.
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Be W
“Be water wise” was the message

ofa schools water safety competition
organised у by the British
‘Waterways Board. London Canals
Project Off xd the Inland
Waterways n.

Schools in the eastend w
booklets or gned posters
about water sa:
This follos 5
seeing the Br rways
audio-visual presentation ‘Be
Water wise’ and working on
the six point water safety code.
The emphasis of the campaign
was that “canals are fun but
must be enjoyed safely’.

Monica Dickens, best
selling author of children's
books and great grand-
daughter of Charles Dickens

Regent
Watery
was p
School
Mowle
Green.

о
presented prizes to the winning Monica
classes. The children were able to book
show Monica Dickens someoftheir Londo
work and to ask her questions about Dobsc
writing books and about her compe
grandfather. the pri

Guardian Angels Schoolin Mile (Branc
End wonfirst prize, a boat trip on the (Branc

Canalway Ca
Woking 200—
Henley Royal
Barge Driving
11th Traditio
The Doggets |
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